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greeting to all the wireless-telegraphists who had helped
him, and closed down his transmitter. One hour later
all the instruments and the precious records were aboard
the ships, which now began to make their way out of the
ice. The Jermak, on her way up over the North Atlantic at
the rate of sixteen knots, went to the aid of the little
Murmanetsk, which had perhaps had the greatest ob-
stacles to overcome, and did not deserve to be forgotten
in the general rejoicing. And all the ships steamed home
together in triumph.
The results of the ice-floe party are many and impor-
tant. These consist not only in their meteorological obser-
vations round the North Pole, which give us a key to the
weather in these regions and consequently in our own
regions as well, nor in the record of a drift which may be
compared with Nansen's admirable From voyage. We
have gained through this enterprise a series of highly
interesting magnetic and hydrographic records; also in-
formation as to the life of creatures in the ice and in the
water beneath the drifting floes. Most important of all
are perhaps the findings relating to the temperatures of
the water and the nature of the currents at the North
Pole: it was demonstrated that the surface layer of cold
water at the North Pole is quite shallow, and that the
Gulf Stream sends a powerful current up there. A
change has taken place since Nansen's voyage which is of
far-reaching importance. No wonder, then, that the
civilised world can join with the Russians in delight at
the rescue of these men and of results of their work.
If this last enterprise has received more space than the
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